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an account of M. Brice in the Field about that
time. R H. R.

Queen's Terrace, Boston.
An interesting account of Joseph Brice, the

French giant, who was exhibited in 1865 at St.
James's Hall, will be found in Mr. Frank T.
Buckland's Curiositiu of Natural History, fourth
series (Lond., 1875). The same volume contains
a description of " Chang, the Tall Man of Fychow,"
and a chapter on " Giants in General."

THOMPSON COOPER, F.S.A.

If J. R. D. refers to Giants and Dwarfi, by
Edward J. Wood (London, Richard Bentley), he
will find some interesting information respeeting
several of the giants to whom be alludes.

W. H. K. WRIGHT, F.R.H.S.
Plymouth Free Library.
WILLIAM PAYNE, ARTIST (6th S. i. 417).—

He was a water-colour painter, and was originally
a civil engineer at Plymouth. As an artist he was
self taught, and came to reside permanently in
London in 1790 (although he.is recorded as living
in Park Street, Grosvenor Street, in 1776), and soon
became a fashionable teacher. Redgrave (p. 310)
says : " Sir Joshua Reynolds spoke in high terms
of some small drawings made by him of the slate
quarries of Plympton." He exhibited at the
Society of Artists in 1776 and 1790 (seventeen
works), living in 1790 in Thornhaugh Street,
Bedford Square. To the Royal Academy he sent
nineteen views from 1786 to 1790, and in 1821-
1822 a W. Payne, of 49, Upper Baker Street, sent
three views in Wales, &c, to the Royal Academy,,
but the date of bis death not being known, it is'
uncertain whether this was the same man. He was
elected, says Redgrave, in 1809 an associate of the
Water-Colour Society, but seceded in 1813. In
1802 a W. R. Payne, Jun. (also living in Thorn-
haugh Street), exhibited a view of Sbanklin Chine
at the Royal Academy. ALGERNON GRAVES.

HONE'S COLLECTIONS FOR THE "EVERY-DAT
BOOK," &C. (6«> S. L 354).—See " N. & Q.," 4* S.
x. 399, since which time no additional papers
collected by the late William Hone have been
published. EVEBARD HOME COLEMAN.

71, Brecknock Road, N.

A WORCESTERSHIRE CHURCH CtJSTOM (6"> S. i.
356).—Until within the past quarter of a century
it was customary for the parish clerk in many
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire churches to
attend upon the parson at the communion table,
and to kneel either at or within the rails. In some
cases he wore a surplice. At Easington, near
Chnlgrove Field, in Oxon, I witnessed this myself,

in Oxfordshire, also at Tbame, at Shabbington,
and at Chearsley. I am informed that this practice
was exceedingly common about fifty years ago.

FREDERICK GEORGE LEE.

MR. WILSON will find in the Guardian of May 31,
1876, a letter mentioning a similar use in the north
of England. C. F. S. WARREN, M. A.

Farnborough, Banbury.

"MALACCA.CANE"(6 I I IS. i. 355).— This istho
stem of a species of palm (Calamus scipionum).
It does not come from Malacca, but is imported
from Siak, on the opposite coast of Sumatra.

JOHN R. JACKSON.
Museum, Kew.

prior to the year 1840, when
attended my father, the rector.
obtained at Towersey, Bucks, and at Tetteswortb, j Kcw, Surrey.

WORCESTERSHIRE WILLS (6ft S. i. 356).—I
notice an erratum here. 1661 is put instead of
1561. A consideration, however, of the query
would lead any one to see the mistake.

VIGORN.

THE " M I D G E " SYSTEM (6"1 S. i. 356).—On
February 1, 1878, the Board of Trade arranged
for the payment of the wages due to seamen enter-
ing the port of London at their ports of residence,
so as to enable them to proceed straight to their
homes as soon as their services were dispensed
with. To carry out this scheme the Board of Trade
purchased the screw steamer Midge for service on
the river Thames. The system (tried as an experi-
ment in London) has very recently been extended
to the ports of Liverpool, Cardiff, Bristol, Dundee,
Plymouth, Leith, Shields, and Swansea.

EVEEAKD HOME GOLEM AN.

" AWFUL" (6th S. i. 356).—I think the question
should be rather, When was « inserted into awful ?
I have examined the dictionaries within my reach,
with the following results :—" Awful" only in
Johnson (1755), with examples from Shakespeare,
Milton, and Watts. The same in Todd and in
Latham. " Awful" only in Bailey (1764). " Aw-
ful" and "Aweful" in Richardson (1836), with
examples of awful from Drayton, Hall, Dryden,
Johnson, and Cowper. " Awful" only in Webster
(1834), who remarks upon the vulgar use of the
word, " Our common people use this word in the-
sense of frightful, ugly, detestable." "Awful"
only in Ogilvie (1865).

EDWARD H. MARSHALL, M.A.
6, King's Bencu Walk, Temple.

CURIOUS INSCRIPTION (6 a S. i. 35G).—I submit
that the words " Three Amens Plenty " inscribed
on the square stone in East Meon Chnrch, Hamp-
shire, if taken anagraniniatically, would read thus,
" Here lyes Matt. Penn." The anagram would, of

. course, have more point if it could be shown that
the parish clerk Matthew Penn was whilom " parson's clerk."
The same custom RICHARD EDGCUMDE.


